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Corporate donors talk disasters in
venue crippled by ‘Basyang’
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BESIDE a shopping mall wippled by a power outage and dred-up water taps, some 300 officials of
corporate donors confrorted a major reason for their being: disaster,

The day after Typhoon Basyang (Intemnational narmme Cosnonl hit the metropolis and rufflad
President Agquing, members of the League of Corporate Foundatons Inc (LCF) discussed why
poverty remains despite their years of giving back to the country's poorest of the poor,

At the SM mall beside the LCF conference vanue, stares remained dark two hours after opening at
10 a.m., but atthe sams time LCF president Caalia Alcantara said her group “continued to respond
to governmert’s call for private-sactor support to development, particalarly In the underserwvad and
underpnvileged sectars, *

Major franchise hrand stores like Jallihes, restaurants like KFC and Marg [nasal. were closed
Customnears trying to have lunch ware politely turned away, saying lack of water has decimated thew
mend offzrnngs.

Chouking, a rastaurant under the Jollbes Foads Cowp., only offerad bottlad watar and tue dishes
The shsence of water prevented the ronking of rice, 3 staple in Filipino meals,

Still, LCF chairman Edgardo Amistad told the BusinaszcMirvor the numbar of delagates was still more
than their expactad €00,

“We mxpecied the number to be half of that because of the typhoon last night,” Amistad said in the
corferance hall ztill chilled by =ir-conditioning and brightly lit vith flucrescent lights,

Arsanio Baliszcan of the Univarsity of the Philippines-Diliman and Asiz-pPadfic Policy Center said
dizast=rs remain the major caus= of poverty and vuln=rability in the country, the latb=r two being the
major conc=rn of corporate givers,

In his presentation, Ballsacan sald betwaen 2004 and 2006, typhoons have reduced 0,18 percert of
the income of poor people; the assistance for every affected person has more than doubled to P16
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